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Wright-Wasmuth

In 1909 Frank Lloyd Wright
went to Berlin to publish with
Ernst Wasmuth his first exten-
sive collection of architectural
drawings. The results—100
plates and a polemical introduc-
tion—became known as the
Wasmuth Portfolio and was the
means by which such figures as
Le Corbusier, Walter Gropius
and Mies van der Rohe became
acquainted with Wright's work.

Selections from the Wasmuth
Portfolio make up the nucleus of
an exhibition at the ArchiTech
Gallery. But such plates may be
found at a number of other plac-
es in town. The thing that sets
them off here is the complemen-
tary material by Wright's col-
leagues, major and minor.

Clarence Fuermann, for ex-
ample, photographed Wright's
early buildings, and some of the
pictures led to particular Was-
muth plates; vintage prints of
the one here illuminate the oth-
er. Then there are Ralph E;le-_vn&:]
land’s photographs of LouisSul-
livan ornamentation plus draw- |
ings of projects by Wright asso- |
ciates, including Alfonso Ian- |
nelli, George Mann Niedecken
and Orlando Giannini.

These two-dimensional piec-
es are enriched by one of the 12
early designs Wright created for
the cover of Liberty magazine
and four imposing examples—a
desk, two chairs and a print
stand—of his prairie school fur-
niture. Few exhibitions of his-
toric material in a Chicago com-’
mercial gallery have had the
point and depth of this.

At 730 N. Franklin St
through Nouv. 30. 312-475-1290.



